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COASTAL TOWNS AND SETTLEMENTS CABINET SUBCOMMITTEE — ESTABLISHMENT 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of the establishment of 
the Coastal Towns and Settlements Cabinet Subcommittee. Western Australia has a coastline of some 
13 000 kilometres and is blessed with some of the world’s most beautiful and ecologically diverse coastal 
environments. Western Australians love to live and holiday by the coast, and although Perth, the south west and 
major regional coastal towns have generally been planned and developed in a sustainable manner, the same 
cannot be said for some of Western Australia’s smaller coastal towns and settlements. The purpose of this 
subcommittee is to ensure current and potential future coastal settlements have the appropriate governance, 
planning and management structures in place. The subcommittee will be chaired by the Deputy Premier and will 
comprise the Ministers for Tourism, Planning and Regional Development and, as required or appropriate, the 
Ministers for Fisheries and Local Government. As a priority, the subcommittee will investigate Coral Bay and 
the Abrolhos Islands in the north, and current settlements and potential new settlements along the south coast 
between Augusta and Esperance. 

Coral Bay is the gateway to the Ningaloo Reef, the largest coral fringing reef in the world. It is a popular tourist 
destination for international and local tourists alike, but decisions around governance, land ownership and 
environmental management are needed to realise its full potential as a low-cost holiday destination. The first 
issue the subcommittee will consider is the Coral Bay settlement structure plan and its appropriateness in 
conserving the Ningaloo coastal environs, in line with community sentiment to protect the natural appeal and 
holiday fabric of Coral Bay. Perhaps Coral Bay will become the Rottnest of the north. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Abrolhos Islands are a group of 122 islands and reefs located 80 kilometres west of 
Geraldton on the continental shelf. The islands have long been used by commercial western rock lobster 
fishermen and fin fishermen. The islands support a diverse range of marine and terrestrial ecosystems and 
harbour some of Australia’s most historic and important shipwrecks. With the growth in nature tourism and the 
size of the local population along the midwest coast of Western Australia, there now exists an opportunity to 
increase tourism and recreational opportunities at the Abrolhos. As a matter of priority, the subcommittee will 
investigate the complex governance structure in place at the Abrolhos to better facilitate and manage industry, 
tourism and recreational activities consistent with the intrinsic environmental and cultural heritage values of the 
islands. 

The south coast between Augusta and Esperance is dotted with coastal settlements that abut national parks. 
Many of these settlements started life as commercial fishing communities and are now used by holidaymakers. 
The subcommittee will review and prioritise these existing and proposed new settlements and towns to ensure 
they are planned and managed in a strategic and sustainable manner. I expect this subcommittee to be in place 
for about a year and to report to cabinet on the strategies to encourage the revitalisation and sustainability of 
these particular coastal towns and settlements.  
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